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Recent developments in the US and in Haiti have highlighted growing schisms between deposed
Haitian President Jean Bertrand Aristide and US policy makers, and also between Aristide and
many of his supporters in Haiti. The divisions reflect the lack of consensus, in Haiti and in the
international community, regarding an appropriate and feasible strategy to resolve the political
crisis sparked by the September 1991 coup d'etat which ousted Aristide.
On Jan 16-17, an international conference on Haiti organized by Aristide was held in Miami, Florida.
The conference had initially been designed to focus on the issue of Haitian refugees and the US
policy of immediate repatriation. However, bowing to pressure from the US, in early January
Aristide agreed to redefine the conference, concentrating instead on efforts to build a broad political
coalition to remove the military from power and resolve the prolonged political crisis.
Focusing on US policy toward Haitian refugees was seen as potentially embarrassing for President
Bill Clinton's administration, which reversed a campaign stance on forcible immediate repatriation
after taking office one year ago. Aristide reticently agreed to invite military leaders to the
conference, although none actually attended. Among those who did attend were members of the
government headed by former prime minister Robert Malval; members of the Haitian and US
legislatures; representatives of refugee groups and religious organizations; business and private
enterprise groups; and officials from the US, United Nations, World Bank and the Organization of
American States.
At the conference, Aristide, Rev. Jesse Jackson and members of the Congressional Black Caucus
delivered impassioned pleas for stronger international measures to restore the deposed President
to power. Some went as far as to call for "limited" military intervention. "We must restore the rule
of law and justice so that all Haitians no matter what their opinions can be secure. It should be the
victors, not the victims, of the coup who must be forced to leave Haiti," Aristide said, referring to
the exodus of Haitian refugees during the past two years. Aristide surprised those attending the
conference by proposing a new deadline for his return to power: Feb. 7, the eighth anniversary of the
ouster of former dictator Jean- Claude Duvalier and the third anniversary of Aristide's inauguration.
It was clear, however, that US officials were not prepared to give Aristide the support he was
seeking. As one indication of lukewarm US support for Aristide's quick return to power, Clinton's
special envoy to Haiti Lawrence Pezzullo emphasized that international trade sanctions against
Haiti must be given sufficient time to work. "The international community will not budge
from its commitment to remove the military from power," he said. "But this must occur by
constitutional means. Reconciliation is at the core of the effort to overcome this impasse." The
Clinton administration's determination to avoid getting more deeply involved in the Haitian crisis
was also evidenced in statements made by Secretary of State Warren Christopher on NBC's "Meet
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the Press" on Jan. 16. "The establishment of that kind of a deadline [Feb. 7] probably is not workable
at the present time, and although we'll continue to help President Aristide, I think we are not going
to commit to that kind of a deadline," said Christopher.
Clinton had voiced the administration's dissatisfaction with the Haitian President in early January
when he told reporters, "I think his own [Aristide's] prospects are clouded by what happened with
[former prime minister Robert] Malval...that's something we're going to have to really sit down
and think through and reassess." The Miami conference also highlighted growing divisions over
the issue of compromise among Haitians who have, until recently, been among Aristide's strongest
supporters. Aristide has refused to name a replacement for Robert Malval until the military steps
down. Malval, Aristide's appointed prime minister, resigned effective Jan. 15 after Aristide refused
to endorse an internationally backed "national reconciliation conference" in Haiti.
Aristide instead proposed the Miami conference. Port-au-Prince mayor Evans Paul advocated
formation of a new "government of reconciliation" as a means of rescuing the Governors Island
Agreement, the option most strongly supported by the US and international community. "Those
of us who are in Haiti, living the reality there with all of its threats and privations, are readier to
consider compromises. The people here who live in exile are more interested in sticking to positions
of principle," said Paul. Meanwhile, in Port-au-Prince, new obstacles to an eventual negotiated
solution to the stalemate were posed in the wake of an aborted attempt by the Haitian legislature to
convene for a new session on Jan. 11. Shouting and fist fights deteriorated into a brawl following an
attempt by rightist Senators, elected during balloting in January 1993 which was widely recognized
as fraudulent, to reclaim their seats. The following day, rightists attempted to replace Senate leader
Firmin Jean Louis, an Aristide ally, with Ebrane Cadet, a prominent anti-Aristide activist.
By the end of the session, various legislators had walked out in protest, and the two factions were
each claiming control over the Senate leadership. On Jan. 13, the Chamber of Deputies elected
Frantz Robert Monde as its new leader. Monde, who is considered to be a supporter of the coup
leaders, has formerly expressed support for dissolving the National Assembly altogether. Two other
Aristide opponents were elected to the posts of vice president and first secretary of the Chamber.
The new crisis in the legislature will make it all the more difficult to select a prime minister to
succeed Malval, or to pass any legislation likely to be required under a revised plan to restore
democracy.
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